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What Every Family Needs to Know about Opioids will examine the opioid epidemic  
from a local perspective and focus on how this crisis impacts our schools, families,  
law enforcement and healthcare systems. Our expert panel will answer your questions 
about how opioids affect the human brain, signs of addiction and what recovery 
options are available in our state. Community leaders and professionals addressing this 
deadly affliction will share their experience and discuss ways to stop this growing crisis. 

Moderators: 

Featuring:

Special Appearance:

Mindy Basara
11 News Anchor

Mindy Basara co-anchors WBAL-TV 11 News Today at 4:30 – 7:00 AM.

Mindy is also a member of the 11 News I-Team and enjoys uncovering 
consumer scams and ripoffs.

Mindy came to WBAL in 1998 from WTAE-TV, our sister station in Pittsburgh.

Prior to that, Mindy worked as a reporter in Altoona, PA., and Harrisonburg, VA.
Her first experience in news was behind the scenes as a producer at WTVR in 
Richmond.

The Mid-Atlantic is home to Mindy. She grew up in Newark, DE and attended 
college at the University of Richmond. She majored in journalism and political 
science, graduating with honors.

Mindy lives in Catonsville in Baltimore County with her husband, two children, 
and a house full of pets. She is a history buff, avid reader and runner, but 
spends most of her spare time driving her kids around.

 
 

Jason Newton 
11 News Anchor 

 
Jason Newton joined WBAL-TV 11 News in 2013 as co-anchor of WBAL-TV 11 News Today. 
He is also host of the public affairs show "11 TV Hill." 

Jason is an award-winning reporter whose news travels have taken him around the country 
covering stories of national interest. 

Prior to WBAL, Jason was an anchor and reporter at sister-station WISN-TV, the ABC affiliate 
in Milwaukee, and WBOC-TV, the CBS affiliate in Salisbury. In 2006, he earned an Associated 
Press award for "Outstanding In-Depth Reporting," covering the efforts of Maryland 
firefighters to help clean up and restore order to Slidell, La., one of the hardest hit communities 
by Hurricane Katrina. Jason also earned an Emmy Award in 2017 for the “11 TV Hill: State of 
Addiction” special, highlighting Maryland opioid crisis. 

Jason served on the teaching staff in the broadcast department at the University of Maryland 
Eastern Shore. While there, Jason played in integral role in launching Discover UMES, a 
university webcast highlighting achievements on campus. 

Jason has a degree in broadcast journalism from the Philip Merrill School of Journalism at 
the University of Maryland-College Park. 
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Dr. Letitia Dzirasa 
Baltimore City Health 
Commissioner
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Licensed Clinical Psychologist 
Owner/Founder of Brighter 
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Tune in to Channel 11 for a LIVE television special, followed by a LIVE  
discussion online at DrugFreeIsUpToMe.org and WBAL-TV Facebook.
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Learn what you need to know to help a family member, friend, neighbor,  
co-worker or even yourself.
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